     Two of this country's most important industries are in serious trouble. Their products are designed to make an ash of themselves. Tobacco smokers have long been a dying breed, and as their numbers decline the tobacco farmers of southern Ontario have tried to switch to other crops. But there seem to be few that will grow profitably in the soils around Tilsonburg. Some farmers have been growing groundnuts, but soon became tired of working for peanuts. One crop that might grow well in Ontario is the Lufa squash whose dried skeletons adorn Canadian bathrooms. The Lufa is a relative of the prolific Zucchini squash, and Canadians are not enthusiastic Lufa users, so a government study estimated that only one hectare of Lufa plants would supply all this country's demands. Displaced tobacco growers who switched to squash production could end up taking a bath.

     Meanwhile out west coal producers are always looking for new markets, and are keen to sell to eastern Canada. But Ontario’s industries prefer to import cheap and dirty coal from the Mid-West of the United States. High‑rank, low sulphur, western coals are brittle and much of shipment can become hard‑to‑handle small pieces and dust by the time it reaches Hamilton. Taking up the slack in fuel supplies is not cheap. Briquettes made out of coal fines are held together with expensive tars.

Two of Canada’s major industries would greatly benefit if coal waste was forced into mass produced Lufas making biotechnical coal briquettes.  The tobacco growers would have a replacement crop, and western Canada could supply Ontario with sulphur free, cylindrical, lufa‑coal bricks. In response to demands from the expanding market of Toronto’s ‘905’ outer limits for fuel for designer open fireplaces, Canada's scientists will soon be found toiling in the tobacco sheds, hand filling lufas with carefully graded coals, before rolling them in the finest Delhi leaf. Organic-coal logs will glow majestically in the hearth of the ambitious junior executive while delicately perfuming the room with a rich scent of cigars that for over a century has been subconsciously associated with money.

     So if the federal government demands that coal research be more closely tied to the demands of industry and the marketplace, when the question of what to do the west's coal residues comes up at a meeting, the reply will surely be: "Stuff it up your Lufa!" 

Ulysses                                         12 Jan. 1989/Jan 2006
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